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CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. — Name. 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be 
The  Pennsylvania-German  Society.” 

ARTICLE  II— Object. 


The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  : 

First : To  perpetuate  the  memory  and 
ter  the  principles  and  virtues  of  the 
rman  ancestors  of  its  members,  and  to 
imote  social  intercourse  among  the 
ter. 

econdly : To  discover,  collect  and  pre- 
re  all  still  existing  documents,  monu- 
its,  etc.,  relating  to  the  genealogy  and 
;ory  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  and 
n time  to  time  publish  them,  particu- 
y such  as  shall  set  forth  the  part  be- 
jing  to  this  people  in  the  growth  and 
Ropment  of  American  character,  insti- 
3ns  and  progress. 

iiirdly  : To  gather  by  degrees  a library 
he  use  of  the  Society,  composed  of  all 
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obtainable  books,  monographs,  pamphli 
manuscripts,  etc.,  relating  to  the  Pe 
sylvania  Germans. 

Fourthly  : To  cause  statedly  to  be 
pared  and  read  before  the  Society,  pap- 
essays,  etc.,  on  questions  in  the  histor 
genealogy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germ; 

ARTICLE  III, — Membership. 

Section  1.  First : The  members  of 
Society  shall  consist  of  three  classes, 
Regular,  Associate  and  Honorary. 

Secondly : No  one  shall  be  eligible 
regular  member  unless  he  be  of  full 
of  good  moral  character,  and  a direcl 
scendant  of  early  German  or  Swiss 
grants  to  Pennsylvania. 

Thirdly  : No  one  shall  be  eligible  a 
associate  member  unless  he  be  of  full 
good  moral  character,  and  of  Ger 
descent  not  native  in  this  State,  i, 
foreign-born  German  naturalized  and 
dent  in  this  State  not  less  than  ten  y< 
The  rights  and  privileges  of  an  asso< 
member  shall  be  the  same  as  those  i 
regular  member,  except  that  he  sha 
ineligible  to  office,  and  shall  have  no 
on  questions  of  property  or  location.  ; 
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Fourthly : Persons  who  have  made  the 
story,  genealogy,  principles,  etc.,  of  the 
mnsylvania  Germans  a special  subject  of 
udy  and  research,  and  any  other  persons 
linent  in  their  profession  or  calling,  to 
latever  nationality  they  may  belong, 
10  have  shown  themselves  in  sympathy 
th  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  shall  be 
gible  to  honorary  membership. 

Gec.  2.  The  mode  of  electing  members 
I ill  be  as  follows  : Candidates  may  be 
>posed  in  writing  to  the  Executive  Corn- 
dee.  Such  nominations,  with  a written 
tement  of  the  name,  address,  occupation 
i l descent  of  each  candidate,  shall  be 
sidered  at  the  next  meeting  of  said 
nmittee  after  the  nomination  has  been 
te,  who  shall  pass  thereon.  If  no  ob- 
ion  be  made  the  said  committee  shall 
>rt  favorably  upon  the  nomination,  and 
candidate  shall  be  considered  as  duly 
A ted ; but  if  any  member  of  the  Execu- 
5 Committee  demand  a ballot,  the  elec- 
so  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  a two-third 
s!  | of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
;li!  ent  shall  be  necessary  to  elect, 
mihc.  3.  The  annual  dues  of  regular  and 
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associate  members  shall  be  two  doll;  5 
In  both  cases  payment  must  be  madtc 
advance.  The  payment  of  twenty-five  (jj 
lars  constitutes  any  regular  member  a jj 
member.  Regular  and  associate  memt 
must  pay  their  first  annual  dues,  and  s 
this  Constitution,  before  entering  upon 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges; 
membership. 

Sec.  4.  Should  any  member  neglect 
pay  his  annual  dues  for  one  year,  after 
same  shall  become  due,  he  shall  ipso  ft 
cease  to  be  a member  of  the  Society, 
less,  upon  a satisfactory  excuse  be 
given,  and  the  payment  of  all  arrearra^ 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  see  fil 
remit  the  penalty. 

Sec.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  si 
have  power,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  i 
members,  to  suspend  or  forfeit  the  me 
bership  of  any  member  of  the  Society 
conduct  likely  to  endanger  the  welfare  £ 
interests  of  the  Society,  an  opportunity 
ing  first  given  such  member  to  be  he;, 
before  the  Executive  Committee  in  his 
fense. 

Sec.  6.  Any  person  who  shall  cease  jf 
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1 a member  of  the  Society  shall  forfeit  all 
\ flit  or  interest  in  the  property  of  the 
ciety. 

ARTICLE  IV —Officers. 

Section  1.  First : The  officers  of  the 
fiety  shall  consist  of  a President,  two 
ce  Presidents,  a Secretary,  a Treasurer 

I an  Executive  Committee  of  eleven 
mbers. 

iecondly : The  President,  Vice  Presi- 
lts and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  at 
h annual  meeting ; and  the  President 

II  be  ineligible  for  re-election. 

hirdly : The  Secretary  shall  be  elected 
a term  of  three  years  and  shall  be  ex- 
io  a member  of  the  Executive' Corn- 
tee. 

ourthly : The  Executive  Committee 

■ ted  at  the  first  election  shall  divide  it- 
§ into  five  classes.  The  first  class  of 
I members  shall  hold  office  for  five 

■ *s;  the  second  class  of  two  for  four 
ws;  the  third  class  of  two  for  three 
e s ; the  fourth  class  of  two  for  two 
'Is,  and  the  fifth  class  of  two  for  one 
'f.  At  each  annual  meeting  thereafter 
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successors  shall  be  chosen  to  the  cl 
whose  term  shall  then  expire. 

Sec.  2.  All  elections  shall  be  by  bal  tl 
under  the  direction  of  inspectors,  to  be  aj 
pointed  by  the  President,  and  a majo]| 
of  votes  shall  elect. 


ARTICLE  V. — Duties  of  Officers. 

First : The  duties  of  the  President  sljj 
be  those  usually  pertaining  to  that  offil 
and  also  to  deliver  an  address  at  the  annl 
meeting. 

Secondly:  The  duties  of  the  Vice  Prii 
dents  shall  be  the  same  as  those  ordinal  j 
belonging  to  that  office. 

Thirdly : The  duties  of  the  Secret; 
shall  be  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society;  to  comb 
the  correspondence  of  the  Society;  | 
notify  members  of  the  meetings  of  « 
Society;  to  inform  officers  and  new  me- 
bers  of  their  election : to  countersign  | 
drafts  made  on  the  Treasurer ; and  to  cj 
and  arrange  for  all  writings  of  the  Socie, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Co 
mittee;  he  shall  also  act  as  Librarian  a 
Curator,  and  have  the  keeping  of  all  bool 
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I mphlets,  manuscripts,  and  personal  ar- 
les  pertaining  to  the  Society. 

Fourthly : The  duties  of  the  Treasurer 
ill  be  to  collect,  and  under  the  direction 
the  Executive  Committee  disburse  the 
ids  of  the  Society  and  to  keep  regular 
omits  thereof,  which  shall  be  subject 
the  examination  of  the  President  and 
Executive  Committee.  He  shall  sub- 
I;  a statement  thereof  to  the  Executive 
nmittee  at  each  regular  meeting,  and 
I accounts  shall  be  audited  once  every 

r 

I'ifthly : The  duties  of  the  Executive 
0 nmittee  shall  be  to  examine  and  pass 
In  the  credentials  of  candidates,  to  en- 
ie  suitable  persons  to  deliver  the  ad- 
Isses  and  prepare  the  papers  contem- 
i;ed  in  this  Constitution;  to  make  all 
»ir  arrangements  necessary  for  the  meet- 
* of  the  Society,  and  to  transact  all 
Ji  ness  of  the  Society  not  otherwise  pro- 
d for  in  the  Constitution.  It  shall  also 
i£  i power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may 
>c  ir  from  death  or  resignation  among  the 
4ers  of  the  Society,  for  the  unexpired 
e|i  of  the  office  so  created. 
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Sixthly : The  Executive  Committee  sh 
from  time  to  time,  make  by-laws,  ri 
and  regulations,  and  appoint  stand 
committees  and  sub-committees  on  mat 
not  herein  determined. 

ARTICLE  YI. — Meetings. 

1.  The  Society  shall  hold  one  regi 
meeting  each  year,  to  be  known  as  the 
niversary  meeting,  which  shall  be  chai 
terized  by  special  exercises,  including 
banquet,  to  be  arranged  for  by  the  Exe 
tive  Committee. 

2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  h 
authority  to  call  three  additional  meeti: 
of  the  Society  each  year,  time  and  place 
be  designated  by  the  Executive  Comn 
tee,  at  each  of  which  the  current  busin 
of  the  Society  may  be  transacted,  and  i 
or  more  papers  or  essays  shall  be  read 
questions  in  the  genealogy  or  history 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  h 
its  regular  meetings  on  the  same  dates 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  i 
special  meetings,  whenever  called  by 
chairman,  notice  of  which  must  be  gb 


) each  member  of  the  Committee  not  less 
lan  ten  clays  prior  to  the  meeting. 

ARTICLE  YII. — Headquarters. 

The  Headquarters  of  the  Society  shall  be 
eated  in 

.RTICLE  VIII. — Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

1.  To  amend  the  Constitution  an  affirm- 
i ve  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
isent  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  be 
luisite. 

'.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  can 
offered  only  at  the  annual  meeting,  and 
L amendment  shall  be  voted  upon  at  the 
le  meeting  at  which  it  is  offered. 
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BY-LAWS. 


I.  Order  of  Business. 

At  all  meetings  of  the  Society  the  or 
of  business  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Reading  and  Adoption  of  the  Mini 
of  the  Previous  Meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  Officers  and  Commitb 

3.  Miscellaneous  Business. 

4.  Reading  of  Papers,  or  Delivery 
Addresses. 

5.  Adjournment. 

II.  Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  s] 
be  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
tober  at  such  place  and  hour  as  the  ' 
ecutive  Committee  shall  appoint,  and 
least  ten  days’  notice  of  the  same  shaf 
sent  to  each  member  by  the  Secretary. 

III.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

All  committees  except  the  Execul 
Committee  and  its  sub-committees  si 
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•e  appointed  by  the  President,  or  the 
hairman  of  the  meeting,  unless  specially 
amed  in  the  resolution  creating  the  com- 
littee  ; and  the  person  first  named  shall 
e chairman  of  each  committee. 


IY.  The  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  each 
^ar  divide  itself  into  the  following  sub- 
i mmittees : A Committee  of  Three  on 
nance ; a Committee  of  Three  on  Gene- 
ogy;  and  a Committee  of  Five  on  His- 
ry  and  Tradition.  These  committees  to 
appointed  by  the  Chairman. 

Y.  The  Committee  on  Finance. 


"he  Committee  on  finance  shall,  at  least 
?e  in  each  year,  and  oftener  if  they 
>ose,  audit  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and  report 
m the  same  at  the  annual  meeting  of 


Society,  and  oftener  to  the  Executive 
- nmittee,  as  they  may  see  fit,  or  as  the 
1 er  may  order. 

YI.  The  Committee  on  Genealogy. 

■ shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 


Genealogy  to  collect  and  preserve,  in 
cordance  with  the  Constitution,  infor 
tion  and  documents  relating  to  the  g 
alogy  of  the  members  of  the  Society, 
of  the  German  and  Swiss  settlers  of  P< 
sylvania  and  of  the  American  color 
The  Committee  may  expend  the  fund 
the  Society  for  this  purpose,  subject  to 
subsequent  approval  of  the  Execu 
Committee. 

VII.  The  Committee  on  History  and  Tradition 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
History  and  Tradition  to  collect  and  ] 
serve,  in  accordance  with  the  Constituti 
information,  documents,  books,  and  mo 
ments  relating  to  the  history  and  traditi 
of  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  of 
German  and  Swiss  settlers  and  their 
scendants  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  resi 
the  United  States ; and  to  print  and  p 
lish  the  same,  and  papers  and  essays 
lating  to  the  same,  copyrighting  origi 
publications  for  the  benefit  of  the  Socie 
The  Committee  may  expend  the  funds 
the  Society  for  this  purpose,  subject 
the  subsequent  approval  of  the  Exempt 
Committee. 


!L  Attendance  of  Members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

: Neglect  on  the  part  of  any  member  of 
*3  Executive  Committee  to  attend  the 
' etings  of  said  Committee  for  three  con- 
utive  meetings,  shall  be  a tender  of  his 
i ignation  from  that  Committee.  But 
b Committee  may  excuse  any  member 
: such  absence  if  good  and  sufficient 
r sons  therefor  be  given. 

IX.  Amendments. 

hese  By-Laws  can  be  altered,  amended 
abrogated  only  at  a regular  meeting  of 
Executive  Committee,  by  the  affirma- 
vote  of  six  members  of  the  said  Ex- 
;ive  Committee. 


